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tee, who reported on the existence of plague; next
they sent Flint, who made a similar report; he was
followed by White, who was instructed to report in-
dependently to the Treasury Department all cases of
plague that came under his observation; but still the
people were dissatisfied, and Surgeon-General Wyman
visited California last December, and expressed him-
self satisfied as to the accuracy of the reports fur-
nished by his subordinate officers. Nevertheless, at
a meeting of merchants held a few weeks later, it
was again suggested that the federal authorities be
requested to send an unbiased committee to San
Francisco.

. . .The situation, however, is serious, so far as the
commercial interests of the state are concerned, but
the peril to them comes not so much from bubonic
plague, as from the plague of the daily press. The
poor policy followed by some of our newspapers in
heaping abuse upon the local health authorities, to-
gether with the peculiar conduct of members of the
state and city governments, has awakened suspicion
in other parts of the country that something is being
concealed, and there is a manifest want of confidence
in California which competing states have not been
slow to use to their own advantage....

* * *

. . .One of the most notable features of clinical
medicine during the last two years is the number of
patients who have come under observation suffering
from various intestinal parasites, hitherto unknown in
California. . . .

From an item on Medical Education:
The profession of medicine need not feel shame

at any inquiry into the character of its regular practi-
tioners, but only the self-satisfied among us would
assert that even a higher level may not be attained.
Considering the matter from the viewpoint of the pro-
fession, nothing could be more wholesome than a high
standard of requirement for admission to membership
in a body that has always been regarded by the public
as one of general culture and intelligence....
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According to reports an individual calling himself
Mohammed Ali, and falsely claiming graduation from
the medical department of the University of Cali-
fornia, has recently been making public addresses in
Indiana.

Investigation reports relate that Mr. Edward C.
Asher, business manager of the Industrial Injury Staff,
has recently opened a ten-room office in the Howard
Building, San Francisco, and is reported as also con-
ducting a similar office in Oakland and having affilia-
tion with Doctor Early, an jndustrial surgeon in Los
Angeles. The business card reads: "In case of acci.
dent to any employee, send him to or telephone In-
dustrial Injury Staff doctors.". This appears to be
another instance of a corporation practicing medi-
cine, the business being conducted by laymen who pay
a small monthly salary to licensed physicians and
surgeons.

According to reports Matthus Blankenburg, self-
styted "Lord Heir of the Old Castle of Blankenburg,"
entered a plea of guilty to a charge of violation of the
Medical Practice Act in-the Superior Court,-Riverside,
California, on Mar-ch 3, 1928, and was sentenced to
pay a fine of $300. On failure to pay said- fine he
will find it necessary to serve 150 days in the county
jail; (Prior mention, "News Items," February 1928.)
'Wkrien ipme of his asserted patients died he allegedly
f4inished4theState Board of Health with crude death
certificates penciled on coarse writing paper and usu-

ally carrying the following asserted wording: 'M. P.
Sanchez died this afternoon at 2:30 of the T. B. He
was too far gone."' Another certificate introduced in
evidence said: "This is to certify . . . died today at
ten minutes after three o'clock. He was too far gone.
Your truly."

Reports of the continu-ed theft of -physicians' bags
from their automobiles relate that drug addicts are
believed to commit the thefts as narcotics are always
extracted.

Charles A. Bailey, M. D., of Los Angeles was, after
formal hearing on narcotic charges held before the
Board of Medical Examiners February 29, 1928,
placed on one year probation With the understanding
that he would surrender his narcotic permit.

At a regular meeting-of- the Board of Medical Ex-
aminers held in Los Angeles the license of John
Elmer Baker, M. D., was on February 29,- 1928, re-
voked after a formal hearing based on narcotic
charges.
The license -of J. F. Balzer, Los Angeles naturo-

path, was revoked by the Board of Medical Examiners
February 28, 1928, based on his conviction and incar-
ceration in San Quentin prison.
"The question of what constitutes 'moral turpitude'

as defined in Section 14 of the Medical Practice Act,
became an issue in the case of Fred J. Barnet,, M. D.,
Los Angeles physician, convicted last October in the
municipal court of Los Angeles of selling liquor ille-
gally. After a formal heari,ng before the Board of
Medical Examiners on March 1; 1928, the case was
continued to the July 1928 meeting."

A petition of Percy Purviance, Berkeley chiro-
practic head, asking that Governor C. C. Young be
restrained from making appointments to the State
Board of Chiropractics has been striken from the
court records of Judge Louis Ward. Judge Ward ad-
vised Purviance yesterday that no restraining order
could be issued against Governor Young until such
time as the appointments were made, and then could
be directed against the appointees to -prevent their
taking office. (Oakland Tribune, March 6, 1928.)

"Bishop" E. R. Cook, head of the Oakland Chris-
tian Psychosophy Institute, is in San Quentin, start-
ing his term of five years *to life, imprisonment for
second degree murder in connection with the death
of Mrs. Elizabeth Buckles on December 20 following
an illegal operation. . . . Edwin van Dickeson, who
under the alias of Dr. I. A. Cole is also charged with
the murder of Mrs. Buckles, is in jail awaiting trial:
He was arrested in Buffalo, New York, where he fled
following the death of the woman. (Oakland Tribune,
February 23, 1928.)

Dr. George- H. Coulthard, 303 Pacific Avenbe
turned his face weeping before Judge Henry M;
Willis, who admitted the physician to probation yester-
day morning after conviction a -few weeks ago on a
charge of violating the State Poison Act, in selling of
morphin to one Henry Warner, said to be a dope
addict and a state special agenitemployed by.the phar-
maceutical board. . .-. Doctor Coulthard was found
guilty by the jury of sale of morphin to the said
Special Agent Warner on December 13, 1927. The
jury found the physician not guilty of two additional
counts of -the complaint. (Long Beach Sun, Febru-
ary 26, 1928.)

The board found Dr. James A.-Hadley of Arcata
guilty of having perform-ed--an illegal operation. The
young -girt patient in- the case died shortly after she
had received treatment. Doctor Hadjey was tried -at
Eureka for first degree murder in connection with the
d-eath, but a -jury freed him. The board -tried him
for the asserted -operation. and revoked his - license
(March 1, 1928). He -admitted treating the- girl, but
denied performing such an operation. . . -(Los Angeles
Times; March 2, 1928.)-


